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LAZELL, Clifford Stanley                  
 
Private, 49149  
32nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers  
(City of London Regiment) 
Place of Birth: Upminster, Essex 
Date of Death: Wednesday, 27th June, 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Menin Gate, Ypres 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 30 years 
 
Clifford Stanley Lazell was born in the winter of 1886, the fourth son and seventh 
child of John Lazell and Mary Ann, nee Tabor.  By 1891, following the birth of baby 
sister Agnes, all eight children and their parents were living in four-roomed 
accommodation on a farm at Upminster, Essex. 
 
John and all the children had been born in Upminster, but Mary Ann had been born 
in Stoke, near Ipswich, Suffolk.  At the age of 6 months, in 1851 John was living with 
his unmarried mother, and widowed grandfather in Commons Road. Upminster, but 
ten years later they were living with his step-father, John Bacon, and three younger 
children.   
 
By 1871, when he was working as an agricultural labourer on The Hall estate in 
Upminster he was a neighbour of Mary Ann Tabor, who was a general domestic 
servant.  They married in the winter of 1871. 
 
By the time Clifford was 14, most of his siblings had left home.  His father was now a 
carter on a farm and Clifford was a gardener.  Not much is known about Clifford’s 
childhood or education but he must have been literate as by 1911 he was a manager 
of a grocer’s shop and was living in lodgings at 2 Chelsea Terrace, off Regents 
Street, Newmarket. 
 
He met and later married Nellie Sizer of Haverhill, in the summer of 1912.  It is 
known that Clifford attended the West End Congregational Church in Haverhill, but it 
was in Newmarket that he enlisted into the 32nd Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (City of 
London Regiment). 
 
The 32nd Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers arrived in France in 1916. By June 1917 
they were at the front line the Battalion HQ being at Dammstrasse. War diaries tell 
us that enemy artillery and aircraft were relentlessly active during this month.   
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After being in support for a few days the battalion returned to the Left Sub Sector on 
26th June. The Battalion war diary for this day records:  
 
Battalion relieved the 10th Queens in the line. During the relief the enemy put over a 
large number of shells causing casualties.  
 
The following day: Enemy artillery active; Enemy aircraft active; Our patrols went out 
to ascertain the whereabouts of the enemy.  

 
 

 
It was on this day, 27th 
June, 1917 that Private 
Clifford Stanley Lazell 
was killed in action.  He 
was thirty years of age. 
 
With no known grave 
Clifford is remembered 
with honour at the 
Menin Gate Memorial, 
Ypres Belgium. 
 
(panels 6 and 8) 
 
 
 
 

 
Clifford Stanley Lazell, is remembered on the West End Church Memorial along with 
thirty other members of that congregation. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The West End Church Memorial 
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His wife Nellie remarried in 1921, and as Mrs. Eric Powter, of 5 King Edward Road 
Exning Road, Newmarket, she received the Victory and British medals awarded to 
Clifford.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
In the autumn of 1923, Nellie gave birth to a son who she named Clifford, but sadly 
she was to die just four years later. 
 


